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Teacher’s notes and answer key – Cobra Kai 

Ex.1 Aims: To introduce the topic. To activate previous linguistic and content schema/knowledge.  

Project the picture and ask students what they think the lesson topic is.  The Netflix series Cobra Kai.  

Ask students what they know about it. Clarify pronunciation of series /ˈsɪr.iːz/, as students often 

mispronounce it. Remind them it’s both singular and plural. Give them a minute to prepare. With group 

classes, you can set up a speak-listen-and report task. (Anderson and McCutcheon, 2019:19).  

Group classes Students talk about Cobra Kai in pairs/groups. Elicit ideas/write them on the 
whiteboard. 

3-5’ 

Online classes Students talk about Cobra Kai in breakout rooms and then share in the main 
session. You can use Jamboard to record students’ ideas. 

3-5’ 

Differentiation  Students can do a quick web search if they don’t know much about Cobra Kai and Karate 
Kid. 
You can also show them this trailer (no audio). You can find the original one here. 

 

If you want to introduce some of the target lexis (ex.6) before the listening, you can say: I heard someone 

say…and then mention the chunk you want to pre-teach. ( 

Ex. 2 Aim: To listen for gist and details. To practise top down and bottom-up strategies. Tell students this is a 

jigsaw listening task. The plot summary of Cobra Kai has been divided to 4 recordings.  They will work in 

groups of 4. Each of them will listen to a different part. Tell them they can play their recording 3 times and 

take notes as mentioned in the worksheet.  

Group classes Give students the link to their recording or create a QR code. 4-6’ 

Online classes Send students the link to their recording in a private message. 4-6’ 

Differentiation  There are 8 recordings. You can choose between a faster and a slower version, 
depending on your students’ needs.  

The first part of the summary is the easiest. You can assign it to weaker students. 
 The second part is the most challenging. You can assign it to the strongest student. 

 

Ex.3 Aim: To promote authentic listening/ to get students to share exchanged information in order to 

complete a joint task. 

Tell students they will now re-tell their part of the summary in a group of 4, listen to each other’s parts and 

form the summary. 

Group classes Students do the activity in groups of 4. 5-7’ 

Online classes Students are sent to breakout rooms in groups of 4 and do the activity. 5-7’ 

 

 

You can include a brain break at this stage, to improve concentration levels. Here are some useful websites 
with brain break ideas: 

The Pomodoro Technique, Brain Breaks, and TED Talks(edcrocks.com) 

Energy and Calm: Brain Breaks and Focused-Attention Practices | Edutopia 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QZfSKayXu8sybLWPQ7aQ6s05g9yTO0tK/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCwwxNbtK6Y&t=3s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ffsw4MyqBi0mWHSq-QHl96e7eAUyboDQ/view?usp=sharing
https://edcrocks.com/2017/12/06/the-pomodoro-technique-brain-breaks-and-ted-talks-how-to-increase-focus-and-improve-memory-retention/?fbclid=IwAR3Ox7bylGMSA4SzFiUsg462ZfTPL3W8L0PT2FHi1hvsKP9_ScH5xLqLiu0
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/brain-breaks-focused-attention-practices-lori-desautels
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Ex.4 Aim: To practise writing and focus on accuracy. To encourage peer feedback. 

Tell students they will write their own group summary based on the notes they have from exercise 2. Each 

student first writes their own text. Then, they can review each other’s work and give feedback on language, 

punctuation, coherence etc. 

You can suggest this pattern: Student 1 checks Student 2’s work, Student 2→Student 3, Student 3→Student 

4, Student 4→Student 1. 

Group classes Students write their part first and then check each other’s work. 15’ 

Online classes You can use a Google doc to facilitate collaborative writing. Change the settings to 
anyone with the link can edit and share the link with them. Students write their 
part, then check their peer’s writing. They can insert comments to give their 
feedback. They expand on the feedback in their breakout room.  

15’ 

 

Ex.5 Aim: To introduce a retrieval strategy that learners can also use out-of-class. Tell students that free 

recall is a learning strategy, not a test. Ask them to close their notebooks and put away their handouts and just 

write down 5 facts they remember from the lesson so far. Elicit ideas in open class. 

Differentiation To add feedback, students can discuss their similarities and differences in pairs or 
groups ("turn and talk") for a minute or two before moving on.  

 

Ex. 6 Aim: To focus on meaning of the target lexical items. Tell students that these lexical items (words, 

phrases, sentences) were taken from the recordings. Model and drill once. Ask students to match them to 

their definitions. The first has been done for them. 

Group classes Students do the activity individually. They check in pairs. Elicit answers and 
project the key.  

5-6’ 

Online classes Students do the activity individually. Send them to breakout rooms to check in 
pairs. Bring them back to the main session. Elicit answers and project the 
key in the main session.   

5-6’ 
 

Key: 1h.  2g.  3i.  4j.  5f.  6c.  7d.  8b.  9a.  10e.  11k.  

 

Ex.7 Aim: To check understanding of the target lexis. 

Tell students to work in groups, check if they have used these items and if not, think about where they can 

use them in their texts. Monitor and correct pronunciation errors. 

Group classes Students do the activity in groups. Elicit some answers in plenary. Then 
project/give them the transcript and let them check. 

5-8’ 

Online classes Students do the activity in their breakout rooms. Bring everyone back to the 
main session.  Elicit answers in plenary.  Then project/ send them the link to 
the transcript and let them check. 

5-8’ 
 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OedCXkE0Xnh8LBY5bQi8XDNCEhDDx9lu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OedCXkE0Xnh8LBY5bQi8XDNCEhDDx9lu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OedCXkE0Xnh8LBY5bQi8XDNCEhDDx9lu/view?usp=sharing
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Ex.8 Aim: To develop metacognitive awareness. 

Take some time to explain to students the rationale behind these activities. Tell them that processes such 

as organizing, evaluating and decision-making are deep processes, which means that the deeper we think 

about language, the more likely we are to retain it.  

Ask students to look at the new words/phrases from this lesson and choose 6-8 items they would like to 

use to talk about this topic. Encourage elaboration, by asking why/why not? 

Encourage them to identify which are similar in their L1, as that might help them remember the items. 

Ask them to look at the handout and their notes and identify which were easy/difficult to remember. 

Encourage them to make some associations that will help them remember the difficult ones. 

Group 
classes 

 
Elicit answers in open class. Encourage cross-classroom interaction. 
They can help each other with their ideas.  
 

5-10’ 
depending on 
number of ss Online 

classes 

 

Ex. 9 To promote autonomy by introducing strategies that students can use out of class.  

Homework task a)  

Show your students how to use Quizlet to create their own study set. They can review vocabulary at home, 

using different functions, such as learn, match, test, etc. 

Homework task b) 

Students can choose the most difficult item (word or phrase) from the lesson and look it up on a 

dictionary/online. 

Group 
classes 

Students complete the word map and present it in next class. Download and print this 
one or copy my Jamboard template. 
 

Online 
classes 

Students post a video on Flipgrid and present it or just post their copy in Google 
Classroom. 
 

 

Suggestion: Asking students to do their homework the next day after their lesson (or later) is more likely to 

lead to retention and consolidation of language. 

  Sources: 

King Cobra Snake - Free photo on Pixabay 

Sunset Sport Karate - Free photo on Pixabay 

Laptop Video Netflix - Free photo on Pixabay 

Cobra Kai - Wikipedia 

 

https://quizlet.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sNGby8Cy-d6J09Bo5iVua1mx73gxEcKw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sNGby8Cy-d6J09Bo5iVua1mx73gxEcKw/view?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1AyzqLQe8ja90UC4kmHjeO9kKgD3tHN5lirNA5QjYaHw/edit?usp=sharing
https://pixabay.com/photos/king-cobra-cobra-snake-reptile-405623/
https://pixabay.com/photos/sunset-sport-karate-competition-5051305/
https://pixabay.com/photos/laptop-video-netflix-online-media-5335884/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobra_Kai

