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Teacher’s notes and answer keys – The Crown (1) 

Ex.1  Aim: To introduce the topic /trigger curiosity. Show the pictures and elicit The Crown. 

Ex.2 Aim: To activate previous linguistic and content schema/knowledge. Ask students what they 

know/think about the Netflix series. Clarify pronunciation of series /ˈsɪr.iːz/, as students often mispronounce 

it. Remind them it’s both singular and plural. Give them a minute to prepare. With group classes, you can set 

up a speak-listen-and report task. (Anderson and McCutcheon, 2019:19).  

Private classes Students talk about The Crown with you. 1-2’ 

Group classes Students talk about The Crown in pairs/groups. Elicit ideas/write them on the 
whiteboard. 

3-5’ 

Online classes Students talk about The Crown in breakout rooms and then share in the main 
session. You can use Jamboard to record students’ ideas. 

3-5’ 

Differentiation  Students can do a quick web search if they don’t know much about The Crown. 

 

If you want to introduce some of the target lexis (ex.6) before the reading, you can say: I heard someone 

say…and then mention the chunk you want to pre-teach. (Dellar and Walkley, 2017: 92:76) 

Ex. 3 Aim: To practise reading for gist Tell students you did a web search on The Crown and came up with 

these interesting facts. Ask them to quickly read them and just choose a fact they know and one that 

surprised them.  

Private classes Students read the texts and interact with you. 2-3’ 

Group classes Students read and share answers in pairs/groups. Elicit answers in open class. 3-5’ 

Online classes Students read and share answers breakout rooms. Elicit answers in the main 
session. 

3-5’ 

Differentiation  You can provide sentence starters for stronger learners: 
o What really surprised me was that.. 
o I already knew that.. 

Ask them to check if any of the ideas recorded on the (interactive) whiteboard (ex2) 
were mentioned in the texts. 

 

Ex.4 Aim: To practise reading for detail Tell students to read the texts more carefully and answer the 

questions. The questions will draw their attention to some of the target lexis. 

Private 
classes 

Students do the activity. Give them the answer key -students check their answers. 5’ 

Group 
classes 

Students do the activity individually and then check in pairs/groups. Share the key and 
let students check answers. 

5-7’ 

Online 
classes 

Students do the activity individually, then share in breakout rooms. Project the key in 
the main session and let students check answers. 

5-7’ 

Key: 

 

1. It’s a historical drama streaming television series. (text a) 

2. The actress who portrays the Queen in the first two seasons. (text b) 

3. The cast is entirely new in seasons three and four. (text b) 

4. Its acting, directing, writing, cinematography and the  gorgeous sets.(text c) 

5. Because of the costumes, the luxurious sets, the filming locations and the actor’s salaries. (text e) 
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Ex.5 Aim: To introduce a retrieval strategy that  learners can also use out-of-class. Tell students that free 

recall is a learning strategy, not a test. Ask them to close their notebooks and put away their handouts and 

just write down 5 facts they remember from the lesson so far. Elicit ideas in open class. 

 

Ex.6 Aim: To focus on pronunciation/draw attention to stress patterns. Tell students to look at the list of 

words/phrases. Ask them to think about which syllables are stressed. Demonstrate an example to clarify 

patterns, e.g., streaming- Oo, means the first syllable is stressed/louder. Tell them to match the lexical items 

1-11 with a stress pattern a-h. Give them a clue; there are 4 words with pattern b Oo. 

Private classes Students do the activity. Give them the answer key -students check their answers. 
Model and drill pronunciation.  

5’ 

Group classes Students do the activity individually and then check in pairs/groups. Share the 
answer key and let students check answers. Model and drill pronunciation. 

5-7’ 

Online classes Students do the activity individually, then share in breakout rooms. Project the 
key in the main session and let students check answers. Model and drill 
pronunciation. 

5-7’ 

Differentiation Fast finishers can think of more words/phrases with similar patterns 

Key: a) O cast 
b)  Oo streaming, seasons, lavish, gorgeous 
c) oO portray 
d) oOoo according to 
e) OO sky high 
f) ooO was released 
g) OoOooO made a name for itself 
h) OooO needless to say 

 

 

Ex. 7 Aim: To focus on meaning of the target lexical items. Print, cut out and give students the cards. Tell 

them to match the definitions with the items from exercise 6. Click here for the  worksheet. 

Private classes Students do the activity. Project the key 
 

4-5’ 

Group classes Students do the activity in pairs/groups. Elicit various definitions and 
confirm right answers. Project the key 

5-6’ 

Online classes Students do the Jamboard  in groups in breakout rooms. Elicit various 
answers and Project the key in the main session.   

5-6’ 
 

Differentiation 
 

Stronger learners can find which words are both nouns and verbs. They can go online 
or use a pocket dictionary. I recommend Cambridge Dictionary | English Dictionary, 

Translations & Thesaurus . Key: cast, season, stream, release, lavish, set 
 

 

 

You can include a brain break at this stage, to improve concentration levels. Here are some useful websites 
with brain break ideas: 

The Pomodoro Technique, Brain Breaks, and TED Talks(edcrocks.com) 

Energy and Calm: Brain Breaks and Focused-Attention Practices | Edutopia 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZoHYulzXmluEr2n__YueZ9g0QEfPWR3i/view?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Orm1JJnGzBYDrSG6RGfmTK_o8l9h5wKFb9DsKpAOh5I/viewer?f=0
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Orm1JJnGzBYDrSG6RGfmTK_o8l9h5wKFb9DsKpAOh5I/viewer?f=0
https://jamboard.google.com/d/10ALmDvSm4VnTG3YibnRzAA2ppo9Tg8Y8gDIEiKz-epE/viewer?f=0
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Orm1JJnGzBYDrSG6RGfmTK_o8l9h5wKFb9DsKpAOh5I/viewer?f=0
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://edcrocks.com/2017/12/06/the-pomodoro-technique-brain-breaks-and-ted-talks-how-to-increase-focus-and-improve-memory-retention/?fbclid=IwAR3Ox7bylGMSA4SzFiUsg462ZfTPL3W8L0PT2FHi1hvsKP9_ScH5xLqLiu0
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/brain-breaks-focused-attention-practices-lori-desautels
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Ex.8 Aim: To encourage students to think about and explore collocations/to introduce a tool that can be 

used out-of class. 

a) Ask students what sky-high refers to in the text (budget). Tell them to think of other nouns this 

compound adjective can modify and write down a couple. By doing so, you’re encouraging them to go 

beyond definitions and learn some collocations.  

Ask them to click on the hyperlink (or share the link to the website  sentencedict.com )and type sky-high in 

the search box. They will see a lot of examples, some of which will contain language they don’t know. Ask 

them to find examples they understand/ are likely to use and record them.  

8b) Repeat the task with according to. Clarify that according to me is not common. According to is mostly 

used to  talk about something someone else says/something we read in an article. 

Private 
classes 

Students do the activity and discuss their examples with you.  4-6’ 

Group 
classes 

Students do the activity individually. Elicit (and record) examples. 6-8’ 

Online 
classes 

Students do the activity individually. Elicits (and record) examples in the main session. 6-8’ 

 

Ex.9 Aim: To give the students a chance to practise their oral fluency /to encourage them  to use  the 

target items. Ask students to read the questions and think about /note down their answers. Give then 

some preparation time, 2-3’.  

Private 
classes 

Interact with the student. Ask follow-up questions and model back-
channelling, eg: 
Really? Same here. Absolutely. etc 

5-7’ 

Group 
classes 

Elicit answers in open class. Encourage cross-classroom interaction. 5-10’ 
depending on 
number of ss Online 

classes 
Elicit answers in the main session. Encourage cross-classroom interaction. 

Suggestion: Follow up with a post-task feedback slot. Praise strengths and help your students upgrade 

their output.  

Ex.10 To develop metacognitive awareness. 

Highlight the importance of thinking deeper about language. Ask students to look at the new 

words/phrases from this lesson and choose 6-8 items they would like to use to talk about this topic. 

Encourage elaboration, by asking why/why not? 

Ask them to look at the handout and their notes and identify which were easy/difficult to remember. 

Encourage them to make some associations that will help them remember the difficult ones. 

Private 
classes 

Students talk about their selected items with you.  5-7’ 

Group 
classes 

 
Elicit answers in open class. Encourage cross-classroom interaction. They can 
help each other with their ideas.  
 

5-10’ 
depending 
on number of 
ss 

Online 
classes 

https://sentencedict.com/sky-high.html#:~:text=%20Sky-high%20in%20a%20sentence%20%201%20Prices,rates%20are%20a%20recipe%20for%20disaster.%20More%20
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Ex. 11 To personalise and consolidate the selected lexical items. 

Homework task. Students need to describe a program they know a few things about. They can introduce 

the cast, mention the number of seasons, when it was released etc. Encourage using language from today’s 

lesson. Tell them they can also do a web-search to find more information about it. 

Private 
classes 

 
Students write a description and present it in next class. 
 Group 

classes 

Online 
classes 

Students post a video on Flipgrid or write about a program on Google classroom and 
interact asynchronously with their peers via (video) messages. 
 

 

Suggestion: Asking students to do their homework the next day after their lesson (or later) is more likely to 

lead to retention and consolidation of language. 

   Sources: 

12 interesting things you may not know about 'The Crown' (msn.com) 

The Crown (TV series) - Wikipedia 

'The Crown' Fans Might Find Parallels Between Princess Diana & Duchess Meghan (yahoo.com) 

Photo by David Balev on Unsplash  

Photo by Mitya Ivanov on Unsplash 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/12-interesting-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-crown/ss-BB1b45Bx?c=17544482058933843140&mkt=en-gb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crown_(TV_series)
https://in.news.yahoo.com/crown-fans-might-parallels-between-171700500.html
https://unsplash.com/@davidbalev?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/netflix?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@aka_opex?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@aka_opex?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/crown?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/crown?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

