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Rachel Tsateri-adapted version of Carol and Ted from Learning Teaching by Jim Scrivener, Macmillan Books for Teachers. 
 

Stage Time Procedure Stage aims 

 
 
 
 
Lead-in  
 

3’ T writes meet-cute stories on the whiteboard. She elicits meaning.  
She tells ss to look it up on Cambridge dictionary.  
Definition: 
(in a film, etc.) a humorous or interesting situation in which 
two people meet, that leads to 
them developing a romantic relationship with each other 
 

 
1. To set the context. 
2. To activate linguistic schema connected to the 

topic.  
3. To promote autonomy by training ss to use 

online dictionaries. 
 

5’ T asks students to brainstorm/share some ideas of meet cute 
stories. Think-pair-share. 
 

1. To engage ss in the topic 
2. To practise speaking fluency. 
3. to check ss understood the term/context of 

the lesson. 
 

 
Preparing for the 
listening/ 
storytelling 

1’ T tells ss she’s going to show them a jumbled picture story about 
how two people, Carol and Ted met.  T tells them they will have to 
guess the plot and order the photographs with their partners. 
  

 
1. To practise top down processing. 
2. To activate vocabulary students will need 

later. 
3. To facilitate understanding of the listening. 
4. To increase STT. 
5. To get records of language for the feedback 

stage. 

1’ T assigns groups or pairs/sends ss to breakout rooms. She shares 
links to jam boards. 
 

5’ SS try to guess the story in pairs/groups. They order the pictures. T 
monitors 
 

            
           Optional feedback stage 

1. To focus on emergent language. 
2. To reformulate student output. 

3. To praise learner contributions.  

1st listening 3’  Ss listen to the recording and check if the story is similar to their 
version or (quite) different. They quickly comment on it in pairs. 

1. To practise listening for gist. 
2. To check understanding of the recording. 

2nd listening 3’ SS listen again and order the pictures. T projects storyboard. Ss 
check. 

1. To practise listening for detail. 
2. To check ss understood the order of the story. 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/film
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/humor
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/interesting
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/situation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/meet
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lead
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/developing
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/romantic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/relationship
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3rd listening 3’ T tells ss to listen again and notice any language which they can use 
later, to retell the story. They take notes. 

1. To encourage ss to notice new/useful 
language. 

2. To provide further listening exposure. 

 
 
 
Retelling the story 

5’-7’ New pairs/groups Ss tell the story in groups OR  
1. To practise speaking fluency/writing. 
2. To focus on accuracy by using language from 

the feedback stage and their 3rd listening 
notes. 

3. To differentiate task and cater for students’ 
preferences. 

4. To get records of language for the feedback 
stage. 
 

Ss write the story collaboratively 

                  
  Optional feedback stage 

1. To focus on emergent language. 
2. To reformulate student output. 
3. To praise learner contributions. 

Language focus  
a) Past -ed 

pronunciation 
b) Irregular verbs 
c) Collocations/ 

colligations 

d) Connected 
speech 

5’-10’ Depending on the level/needs of ss, teacher decides appropriate 
language focus. Possible activity types: 

• a quiz on kahoot, quiziz, quizlet, etc 

•  a gap-fill task 
OR 

 

 
1. To review/practise/ present new language. 
2. To differentiate learning objectives based on 

students’ preferences/perceived needs. 

Differentiate. Ask students what they want to focus on. Give them 
the link to a quiz or a worksheet with the embedded audio. 

 
reflection 

5’-10’ Ask ss to reflect on new language. They discuss what they learned 
during the language focus stage. 

1. To encourage some cross-classroom 
interaction. 

2. To increase STT. 

3. To allow students to think/talk about their 
learning and ask any questions. 

 


